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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
Planning your future after your GCSEs is a really 
exciting moment in a young person’s life. Sixth 
form is a time of great change with many new and 
exciting opportunities on the horizon. It is a time 
when you get to shape your entire educational 
experience by choosing only those subjects you 
really want to study. Whether it is because you 
already know what career path you want to take or 
if you just want to give yourself the widest range of 
options for the future, this prospectus will furnish 
you with much of the information you need to make 
the right decisions for you.
The Sandon Sixth Form has a track record of 
success with students leaving us at the end of Year 
13 to go to some of the most prestigious 
universities, including Oxford and Cambridge, 
alongside universities and colleges up and down 
the country as well as abroad. We also have 
students leaving to start apprenticeships and to 
move directly into the world of work. Such success 
is always as a result of hard work and our 
dedicated staff will be there with you every step of 
the way so that we are all aiming higher together. 
Your time in sixth form will also give you the 
opportunity to get involved in school life through 
mentoring programmes to support younger 
students, leadership opportunities such as the 
Head Student team and involvement in other areas 
such as music, environmental campaigns, leading 
support groups, sports and performing arts. The 
old saying ‘you get out what you put in’ very much 
applies to sixth form and so I would encourage you 
to get involved.
I wish you every success in your GCSE year and 
really look forward to welcoming you to The 
Sandon Sixth Form in September 202 .

Mr A Weaver - Headteacher



Choosing where to study is an important and 
exciting decision as it prepares you for your 
educational pathway and for your future career and 
adult life. At The Sandon Sixth Form, we are 
justifiably proud of providing an opportunity where 
you can thrive, both academically and personally, 
in a friendly, supportive and purposeful 
environment.  Our vision for the sixth form is to 
challenge and prepare our students to enter the 
world by developing independence and leadership 
skills, allowing them to make a real difference to 
their lives and the lives of others.

Students who are successful in securing a place in 
our sixth form will enjoy positive relationships with 
committed teachers and a supportive pastoral 
team. Our wide range of opportunities offers the 
time and support for you to become involved with 
issues that are important to young people today. 
Our strong student voice has enabled us to 
develop these opportunities such as:  working in 
teams to promote charity and fundraising across 
the school; considering our environmental impact; 
the academic and pastoral mentoring of younger 
students; diversity and equality issues as well as 
other areas that students have raised.

A MESSAGE FROM
THE SIXTH FORM TEAM
Life in the sixth form is very different from Year 11. 
Outside of lesson times, you are encouraged to 
pursue areas of interest that will develop you as a 
young person – this may mean helping out in 
curriculum areas around the school; being part of 
the industrious Head Student Team or learning a 
new skill like sign language or first aid. We take 
advantage of opportunities that come our way and 
pass them through to you as electives or as the 
chance to work virtually with universities, 
employers or other schools.

If you are prepared to meet the academic 
challenges whilst utilising the greater timetable 
freedoms you have by taking advantage of the 
opportunities we offer, then we look forward to 
welcoming you in 202  where we will all be Aiming 
Higher Together.



Our sixth form is a vibrant, focussed area of the 
school, where students are offered the 
independence to pursue the areas that interest 
them. You will be offered the chance to fulfil your 
potential whilst achieving academically. 
You will be able to choose from a wide range of 
academic courses which you will see on the 
following pages. There really is something for 
everyone. Choices are constantly extended as we 
listen to our student requests and endeavour to 
meet their needs. You may decide to engage with 
the art and design mentorship programme, the 
EPQ or any of the options on the LME (Leadership, 
Mentorship, Enrichment) programme. The choice 
is yours. We offer a unique combination of 
strengths including:

We offer three different sixth form only study areas. 
The Common Room, as well as being used to 
socialise at break and lunch times, also offers 
group work tables for those who like to work in a 
busier environment. We also offer a Group Study 
area which is hosted with a variety of computers 
and desks, where we welcome students who need 
to work on group projects or presentations. Finally, 
we offer our Silent Study area, which is designed 
for those who need concentrated, independent 
work, free from distractions.

We take your progress seriously and rigorously 
track student achievement. The two dedicated 
Heads of Year will work with you and your class 
teachers to put support packages in place if 
needed. 
You can request learning conversations at any 
time. Where necessary, these can be held with 
your parents / carers too.

Our Leadership, Mentorship and Enrichment 
programme (LME) is a dedicated programme 
designed alongside students to enrich your 
personal time in school. Whilst we offer timetabled 
slots and sessions, we are always responsive to 
how you might want to use this time in a 
meaningful way. Using Unifrog to keep track of all 
your successes enables you to keep all information 
in one place in readiness for those all-important 
personal statements and application forms

At The Sandon Sixth Form, we aim to reduce all 
barriers to learning as far as possible. The 
Learning Support Team is made up of a highly 
skilled team of staff who assist your teachers, the 
Sixth Form Team and yourselves to guide you 
towards your best possible examination outcomes. 
We have a dedicated member of the LS Team 
working alongside us in the Sixth Form.

At The Sandon School, we appreciate that making 
your Level 3 subject choices part way through Year 
11 can be a daunting experience. To help you feel 
confident about your choices, during the first four 
weeks of term, you can arrange to drop into other 
subject lessons to try them out.

This is delivered daily as a mix of one-to-one 
sessions, assemblies and whole group delivery. 
You can be sure of valuable, personalised one-to-
one time every term to discuss your learning 
journey.

DEDICATED STUDY AREAS

THE SANDON SWITCH

TUTORIAL TIME

LEARNING SUPPORT
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LEADERSHIP, MENTORING
& ENRICHMENT

ACADEMIC SUPPORT
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All students register to Unifrog which is a one-
stop-shop where you can easily explore your 
interests, then find and successfully apply for 
your next best step after school. Unifrog will 
help you to explore your key interests and what 
career paths you can take to reach your goals 
and career options. So you can keep it all 
together, all LME and work experience is also 
logged on here.

The Sandon Sixth Form benefits from expert
careers advice and all students are entitled to a 
careers appointment to discuss their future 
pathways. A variety of careers events is available
throughout your two years, including our Futures 
Careers programme and elective sessions with 
industry professionals.

UNIFROG

CAREERS ADVICE



STUDENT WELLBEING

To promote wellbeing, our sixth form only garden is 
equipped with two static table tennis tables as well 
as picnic benches where students enjoy sitting and 
working in the fresh air. This also offers shaded 
areas to avoid too much sun.

PASTORAL CARE

BURSARY SCHEME
Some eligible students entering sixth form may 
apply for access to financial support to aid their 
studies. Strict criteria are applied for access to this 
bursary and information will be available via your 
Head of Year who will be able to support you in 
your application to access the funds. Application 
forms will also be available in all three of the study 
rooms.

The Sandon Sixth Form provides excellent role 
models for the rest of the school. The students 
epitomise the Sandon ethos in their work ethic 
and conduct, and also by following the sixth form 
dress ethos.
The Sandon Sixth Form students support younger 
members of the school in a number of ways, 
including through the peer and academic 
mentoring systems. There is ample opportunity in 
the sixth form for students to benefit from additional 
responsibilities and opportunities outside of their 
studies, all adding value to personal statements 
and CVs.
The Sandon Sixth Form students are treated as 
young adults, and can benefit from a staggered 
finish time to their day, as their timetables and 
tutorials allow.

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY

Your teachers and the sixth form team are key to 
supporting your transition from GCSE to A Level. 
We understand that this is a step up for all 
students and you will be supported throughout. At 
our sixth form we treat all students as individuals 
and support is tailored to meet your specific needs. 
As well as the sixth form team you have the 
opportunity to meet with the school who 
provides a safe and supportive service. We also 
work in partnership with NELFT and are fortunate 
to work with Educational Mental Health
Practitioners in school. They offer a 6 - 8 week 
solution focused program for those who need 
some additional wellbeing support.

HIGHER
TOGETHER



Combining our ‘aiming higher together’ ethos and 
your time in school, we expect all students to 
engage with this programme to develop a range of 

skills for their personal development but also to 
enhance any job or apprenticeship applications 
and personal statements for UCAS. You will be 
introduced to the wide variety of opportunities 
during tutorial periods at the start of September. 
These include KS3 and KS4 drop in sessions; 
debating clubs; working with lower school form 
groups; the Art and Design mentorship programme; 
performing arts opportunities; technical theatre 
production opportunities; music leadership; 
holocaust group working; French and Spanish 
mentoring, First Aid courses, Sign Language 
courses and many more.

The Head Student Team is also keen to recruit to 
specialist areas of: social and communications, the 
environment, the student voice, mentoring, charity 
and global issues and student diversity.
You will have the opportunity to choose with the 
option of changing termly. These hours will be 
placed on your timetable and will be monitored by 
your form tutor and HoY.  Following each block, 
you will enter your reflection on Unifrog so your 
teacher and form tutor can monitor and offer 
guidance and support.

The Sandon Sixth Form is a truly wonderful option 
for those of you who seek high level education after 
you finish your GCSEs. Whether you are an 
internal student carrying on, or an external student 
looking for a change and joining us, we are all 
made to feel like adults and that we belong in our 
school.  

The Sandon Sixth Form stands out for numerous 
reasons.  Firstly, it offers a wide range of subjects 
and courses, allowing us to tailor our education to 
our interests and career aspirations. This includes 
access to the EPQ, and other select courses – 
alongside the ASPIRE groups for those of us 
hoping to go into medicine, dentistry or Oxbridge. 
All our teachers are specialists and we foster 
respectful relationships with them which really 
helps if we need additional support. 

Secondly, we regularly have information about 
apprenticeships and the importance of researching 
them as an alternative to university; it feels like our 
next steps are personalised to us as individuals.  

FOR LEADERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

MENTORING 
ENRICHMENT&

STUD



13 x Level 3 qualifications
This will be the pathway followed by the majority of 
our students.  
Students are encouraged to research any future 
pathways to ensure the combination of subjects will 
support their future plans and aspirations. 

PATHWAY ONE 24 x Level 3 qualifications
This may be considered for a small number of 
students who have achieved a grade profile of 7s 
and above.
An interview with the Head of Year or with M

will follow this application to ensure this 
pathway best suits their needs.

PATHWAY TWO 32 x Level 3 qualifications (part-time student)
This may be considered for a minority of students, 
who may wish to combine part-time study with 
work experience or other forms of training.
An interview with the Head of Year or with M

will follow this application to ensure this 
pathway best suits their needs.

PATHWAY THREE

SANDON PATHWAYS

As with all sixth forms and colleges, we have a few 
criteria we have to follow when deciding 
programmes of study for those entering The 
Sandon Sixth Form:
1. You meet the subject specific criteria

(found towards the back of this prospectus)
2. You achieve a minimum of 40 points from your

best eight GCSEs
3. You achieve a grade 4 or above in Mathematics

and English

We understand there might be extenuating 
circumstances, and we may consider applications 
and interview students who don’t quite meet the 
criteria.
We will do our very best to accommodate all 
combinations of subjects, although this cannot be 
guaranteed.  
If you start in 
the sixth form without a grade 4 or above in 
English and/or Mathematics, you will be expected 
to re-sit the exams to achieve at least a grade 4.

ADMISSION TO
SIXTH FORM

APPLICATION PROCESS
2 ber 202

ber 202
ovember 202
January 202
anuary 202

Feb  202
 202

August
August 202

eptember 202

Taster Day (Year 11)

APPLICATIONS OPEN

Conditional offers made

Year 11 Parents' Evening

APPLICATIONS CLOSE

Review of applications

Results & confirmation

Complete bridging materials

Enrolment Day, start of term

Sixth Form Open Evening
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UCAS TARIFF POINTS

All of the courses we offer are Level 3 courses and 
are considered by employers and universities to be 
of equal merit.  The method of assessment may be 
different, but the content is equally rigorous in both 
the A Level courses and the vocational courses.  
Both offer routes into university, higher level 
apprenticeships and sponsored degrees, and hold 
equivalent UCAS point values.  

Therefore, the focus should be on studying the 
courses you enjoy with an assessment style that 
suits you.  If you have a career in mind, or a route 
you would like to follow post-18, research your 
chosen university or career path.

Whatever your plans post-18, there will be support 
here for you to realise your goal.

TYPES OF COURSE



LEVEL 3 SUBJECTS OFFERED
Art and Design: Fine Art (A Level)
Art and Design: Photography (A Level )
Biology (A Level)
Business (BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate)
Chemistry (A Level)
Computer Science (A Level)

Design and Technology: Product Design (3D) (A Level)
Economics (A Level)
English Literature (A Level)

Geography (A Level)
History (A Level)

Law (A Level)
Mathematics (A Level) 
Further Mathematics (A Level)
Media Studies (A level)
Music (BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate)

 
Physical Education (A Level)
Physics (A Level)
Politics (A Level)
Psychology (A Level)
Religious Studies (A Level)
Sociology (A Level)
Spanish (A Level)

ALTERNATIVE OPTION PROGRAM
Alongside our Level 3 subjects, students are also 
offered an alternative option program. This includes 
the option to choose from one of the following:
London Institute of Finance and Banking ~ 
certificate over 2 years
French ~ AS Level over 2 years
Spanish ~ AS Level over 2 years
EPQ ~ combined with The Scholars Programme as 
part of The Brilliant Club
English Language and Literature ~ AS Level over 2 
years
Sports Leadership



Starting to look at post-18 pathways is an exciting 
task, but knowing where to begin can be quite 
difficult. Throughout Years 12 and 13 you will 
receive dedicated support from your personal tutor 
and from our careers advisor. A full programme of 
advice on your options post-18, undergraduate and 
apprenticeship lifestyles, the financial implications 
and living away from home, is covered. In Year 13 
you will be supported further to develop a CV and 
to complete your personal statement or application 
forms for your preferred route. Visits to and from 
local universities will also be available to help with 
your decision making.
The majority of our students progress to 
universities, with most gaining their first choice 
place. Others secure higher level apprenticeships 
or move on successfully into the world of work.

An apprenticeship pathway is a good option if you 
are clear on the career path you want to pursue. 
You can gain practical and firsthand experience in 
the relevant industry. Apprenticeships are available 
for you up to degree level. 
The Sandon Sixth Form will support you through 
the application and interview process.

www.apprenticeships.gov.uk

'EARN WHILE YOU LEARN'

www.ucas.com

UNIVERSITY DESTINATIONS
A University pathway is a good option if you want 
to progress further in your academic studies. You 
can challenge your academic knowledge and learn 
new skills. 
The Sandon Sixth Form will support you through 
the UCAS application process, including advising 
you on University choices and
courses.

UNIVERSITY
GUIDANCE

CAREERS &



SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Law

Art and Design: Fine Art 
Art and Design: Photography
Biology
Business
Chemistry
Computer Science

Design and Technology: Product Design (3D)
Economics
English Literature
French
Geography

Mathematics
Mathematics (Further)
Media
Music Performance

Physical Education
Physics
Politics
Psychology

Spanish

5 in English

5 in English

No previous experience s required
5 in English 5 in Mathematics

7 in Mathematics

Sociology

History



DESTINATIONS
























































